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Course Overview: 

The Pre-AP Honors English 1 course is designed to engage students in becoming skilled readers 

of various genres. The text written represents a variety of periods, disciplines, and rhetorical 

contexts. Students will also be engaged in becoming skilled writers who compose for a variety of 

purposes. Students will be challenged to not only recognize rhetorical conventions but also be 

able to use them as well through their own reading and writing.  Students will become aware of 

the way generic conventions and the resources of language contribute to effectiveness in writing. 

The Pre-AP Honors English 1 course is an advanced course designed to prepare students for 

Pre-AP Honors English 2, AP Language and Composition as well as AP Literature and 

Composition. This course will give students a head start on advanced study skills while 

preparing them for more rigorous courses in high school and beyond.  

 

Personal Philosophy: 

Through the Pre-AP Honors English 1 course, Capac students will gain the confidence they need 

to express themselves with the words they write as well as the words they speak. We want our 

students to use their education to make changes in their world and the communities they live. 

After being immersed in various texts our students will learn how authors use and have used 

their voices to express themselves. Through immersion of carefully chosen texts that apply to 

real life, we want our students to find their own voices and to make them powerful. 

  

Class Outcomes: 

1. Students will discover voice as it applies to them and to communicate their unique voice 

both verbally and written. 

2. Students will learn to initiate and sustain discussions of topics. 

3. Students will learn how to use argumentation in debates. 

4. Students will learn to work independently, with partners, and in small groups analyzing 

and interpreting samples of good writing, identifying and explaining an author’s use of 

rhetorical and/or literary concepts. 
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5. Students will master the writing process using their knowledge for editing their own and 

other’s works in peer critiques. 

6. Students will learn to produce various types of essays. 

7. Students will learn to identify rhetorical modes and to write their own. 

8. Students will learn to identify rhetorical purposes and to write their own. 

9. Students will learn to identify rhetorical devices and to create their own in their own 

writing and speaking. 

10. Students will learn to identify literary elements and literary devices and to create their 

own in their own writing. 

  

Teaching Strategies: 

CITW (Classroom Instruction That Works) training has provided numerous techniques to 

differentiate the English classroom. The growth of differentiation and brain-based research has 

given rise to the importance of teachers varying their styles to meet the needs of all students. To 

this end, students will be exposed to various teaching strategies honed to appeal to various 

learning styles. A sample of teaching strategies follows. 

● SOAPSTone: (speaker, occasion, audience, purpose, subject, tone) 

● DIDLS: (Literary Analysis) (diction, imagery, details, language, syntax) 

● TEDS: (Rhetorical Analysis) (Tone, Ethos/pathos/logs, Diction, Syntax) 

● ALIS: (Literary Analysis) 

● OPTIC: (Visual Analysis) Overview, Parts, Title/Text, Interrelationship, and Conclusion. 

● Immersion: Depth of knowledge as explored through various exemplars 

● Close Reading (annotation, dialectical journal, graphic organizers) 

● Socratic Circles (as developed by S. Copeland) 

  

Writing Development 

Writing and proofreading exercises will address potential problem areas in writing (grammar, 

diction, sentence structure, etc) and may be kept in a journal/log throughout the year for 

reference and remediation. Mini-lessons dealing with issues of grammar usage, sentence 

construction, diction, mechanics, style, and structure will be interspersed within the units 

geared toward improving writing. 

  

Types of essays students will receive instruction on may include: argumentative, classification, 

compare/contrast, cause/effect, description, exemplification, extended definition, narration, 

process analysis, rhetorical analysis, and literary analysis. Additionally, students will participate 

in a variety of other writings including group compositions on theme, character, etc. Group and 

partner essay writing will emphasize style and cohesiveness of thought, with students studying 

and utilizing numerous textbooks. 

  

All essays will be peer and/or teacher graded using various types of rubrics. 

  

Summer Assignments: 



All summer assignments will be posted to the Pre-AP Honors English 1 Blog. Students will be 

introduced to close reading techniques, short stories, literary devices, literary elements, poetic 

devices, and root words. The summer assignments will give students the necessary background 

to hit the ground running come September. The summer expectations are as follows: 

1.       Definitions for literary devices, literary elements, and poetic devices simply need to be 

transferred to both/either electronic and/or hard copy note cards. Follow the directions. 

3.      Use close reading strategies to annotate the assigned selections. 

 

Vocabulary Component 

Students will be introduced to critical vocabulary throughout the year, including root words, 

powerful words every graduate needs to know, common allusions, rhetorical devices, literary 

devices, literary elements, and analytical writing terms. 

  

Grading Scale: 

·         90-100 = A 

·         80-89 = B 

·         70-79 = C 

·         60-69 = D 

·         0 – 59 = E 

  

Grading: 

Weighted grades are not used in this course. Grades will be given on a point system. However, 

please note that homework and in-class assignments and quizzes are worth significantly fewer 

points than tests, essays, and projects.  

 

Class Credit: 

Semester 1 Course Grade: 

● 40% - Marking Period 1 & 2 Grades  

● 20% - Midterm 

Semester 2 Course Grade: 

● 40% - Marking Period 3 & 4 Grades 

● 20% - Final 

  

Cheating and Plagiarism 

You will be responsible for using MLA format (internal, parenthetical documentation) for all 

quoted material and borrowed ideas – even if you paraphrase them. If you need such 

documentation in a paper, then you must also provide a properly formatted list of Works Cited, 

no matter how short the paper. Pre-AP Honors English 1 students are expected to follow 

standard procedures for proper documentation as a matter of course. Failure to follow such 

procedures may result in plagiarism, a cheating offense, guaranteed to earn zero for the 

assignment and possibly failure of the grading period. To avoid such a mistake, remember to 

give credit where credit is due. Please refer to the MLA Resources tab in the Google Classroom 

and remember: when in doubt, ask for help! 



 

Academic Integrity 

This class is designed as an advanced level course and, as such, the students are expected to 

conduct themselves accordingly. Students are expected to engage in honest behavior and 

respectfulness at all times. 

  

Absences and Make-up Work: 

Students are responsible for making up any work they missed while absent. Work due on the day 

that was missed will be due the day the student returns to class, unless there is an extenuating 

reason preventing it. The teacher may accept late work at 75% of the credit up to one day after it 

was due and 50% up to a week. After a week, the teacher may no longer accept it. If you are 

absent on the day of a quiz or test, you must be prepared to take that quiz or test the day you 

come back to school. If there is no class time to take the quiz or test, you must set up a time with 

the teacher to make it up. If you do not, the quiz or test will receive a failing grade of zero. 

Due dates for long-term assignments will be given in advance. If there is a reason why you will 

not be in class the day the assignment is due or you are unable to complete the assignment by 

the due date, you must set up an appointment with the teacher to discuss why and to seek a 

possible alternative. Long-term paper assignments will be turned in on the day they are due 

regardless if you are absent or not. If you are absent on a due date, you must arrange for your 

assignment to be on my desk like everyone else’s assignment. Have a parent drop it off, a friend, 

or email me a copy. It is your responsibility. Any long-term assignment not turned in on the due 

date will be considered late.  

 

Bathroom and Food Policies 

Students have five minutes in between classes to move between classes and use the restroom. 

Students will only be allowed to use the restroom if it is an emergency. If students need to leave 

the classroom during the class period, they must have their planner. If any students begins to 

make a habit of leaving class each day, parents will be contacted as a precautionary measure. 

 

Food and drinks other than water are not allowed in the classroom unless they are necessary for 

health reasons. Water is allowed as long as the students are being responsible. 

 

Cell Phone Policy 

Cell phones are permitted in the classroom but they must be out of sight and on silent. If a 

student has a cell phone out:  

1st Offense - Cell phone will be taken and kept in Mrs. B’s desk until the end of the class 

period 

2nd Offense - Cell phone will be taken to the office where it will be documented and the 

student can pick up the phone at the end of the school day 

3rd Offense - Cell phone will be taken to the office where it will be documented again and 

the parent can pick up the phone at the end of the school day 



If the cell phones become a habitual problem, students will be required to put the phones in a 

phone holder at the front of the room. Any phones that are out after this rule goes into effect will 

be taken to the office. Please review the school’s cell phone policy in the student handbook. 

 

*The teacher reserves the right to amend these policies and/or syllabus. 

 

 

Tentative Course Outline 

**MAISA - Michigan Association of Intermediate School Administrators 

Quarter 1: 

● Processing Summer Work 

● MAISA: Launching the Writer’s Notebook 

○ This unit will focus on developing voice and exploring various topics and themes 

covered in the summer readings. Students will also have the opportunity to 

experiment with language and using their own personal experiences and feelings 

towards certain topics. They will practice editing and revision techniques and 

explore ways that writers generate ideas and alter them as part of the writing 

process. 

○  This unit will include grammar lessons as they apply to the students’ individual 

or whole class needs.  

● MAISA: Independent Reading 

○ This unit will allow students to explore texts in small groups. Students will 

develop good reader skills and build their confidence as readers, developing 

positive identities and habits as readers. Students will also be personally 

responsible for his or her own progress. The students will also self-monitor his or 

her comprehension through reflection and peer discussion groups.  

  

Quarter 2: 

● MAISA: Narrative Reading - Frankenstein 

○ In this unit, we will delve deeper into the themes presented in the summer 

readings. As a class, students will collaborate to discuss essential questions that 

arise throughout the readings and the implications of these questions on society. 

These ideas will be related to the themes presented in Mary Shelley’s 

Frankenstein.  
● The Lord of the Flies 

○ To conclude our first semester, students will read William Golding’s The Lord of 

the Flies and analyze deeply to determine symbolism and themes presented 

throughout the novel. 

  

Quarter 3: 

● MAISA: Literary Essay 

○ This unit focuses on each student’s ability to formulate a theory about a text and 

track the progression of this theory throughout a literary work. Students will use 



critical thinking skills as they analyze literature, identifying ways that authors 

write about complex ideas and topics.  

● Romeo and Juliet 

○ Students will read Shakespeare’s classic romantic tragedy, Romeo and Juliet. We 

will discuss themes in the novel and relate them to our lives today.  

○ As a class, we will also incorporate Shakespearean poetry and discuss his voice 

and writing style.  

● MAISA: Informational Reading 

○ This unit focuses on the structure and purpose of various texts and how these 

influence the author’s central idea. Here, we will explore how we subconsciously 

make inferences. 

  

Quarter 4: 

● MAISA: Argumentative Essay 

○ This unit allows students to implement the rhetorical devices and literary 

strategies we have discussed throughout the year. Students will explore theories 

and the ways that writers use evidence to prove or disprove ideas and build a 

comprehensive, convincing argument 

● Poetry 

○ This unit will combine skills that we have practiced throughout the school year. 

Students will be expected to deeply analyze poetry to determine meaning, 

symbolism, metaphorical language, themes, and to make connections between 

pieces of literature. 
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